11/30 /200 9 18:26 FAX 2485668311 HONIGMAN ©003/006 



ApplicarionNo. 10/566,850 Docket No, 209546- 1 04849 

Reply to Filial Office Action dated September 30, 2009 

REMARKS 

Claims 1 -3, 6-7, 9-14, 18-19 and 22-23 are pending with claims 4-5, 8, 15, 20-21 being 
previously cancelled and claims 16-17 being provisionally withdrawn from consideration. By this 
paper, no claims have been amended, cancelled or added. Accordingly, upon entry of this paper, 
claims 1-3, 6-7, 9-14, 18-19 and 22-23 will remain pending. 



T. The Claimed Invention 

To expedite the Office's understanding of the claims, Applicant reproduces the following 
marked-up view of Figure 1, which was originally presented in the last paper prepared by the 
Applicant: 



MelBltC Motorial Coating Refloating H6flt From Vohldo Roof 




Mnboard. parongaf-eomparunonc-faclng surfaoa ) 

Each of me Plm Layer (14) and Core Layer (12) induxto* 0 ccmparitilo mo twin l (o.g.. d 
pcrfynw m a wrlal) to porrwt the taysrs12 t 10 to bondwTih ona anothor. 



FIG. 1 

(Marked Up) 

IT. U.S. 4,068,034 to Segawa et al. ("Seeawa") at col. 3, lines 17-39 

In comparison to the claimed invention, Segawa teaches the following at col. 3, lines 17-39. 
Based upon the disclosure at col. 3, liens 17-39, Applicant produces a marked-up view of Segawa's 
Figure 2 as well as col. 3, lines 17-39 below for convenience. 
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Radiant Heat 



Upper surface of layers 
racing the direction of the 
source of radiant heat 



Rear Surface of 
Priming Material 



Metal Layer,! 




VE HICLE EXTERIOR 

j polyvinylidenfe Fluoride Film 
5 Adhesive 

B Priming Material (Polypropylene) 
Adhesive Material 
Vehicle "Roofing Material" 

VEHICLE INTERIOR 



FI G.2 

(Marked-Up) 



Effective use of the hcat-insulafion material of the 
present invention is achieved simply by covering sur- 
faces such *s building roofe, exterior walls, outdoor ail 
tonics, refrigerators, vehicles, other structures and ma- 2D 
cfiinery which are exposed to radiant hew, with the 
polyvinylWenie fluoride film surface thereof (rhe upper 
surface of the layer 3 in FIG. 2) racing the direction Of 
the source of radiant heal. Specifically., this is effected 
Simply by applying an adhesive or binding agent di- 25 
rectly to the exposed surfaces of the articles and then 
bringing the rear.suT&ce (priraiiuj layer surface) of the 
heat-hisulstioti material into contact with the applied 
layer of adhesive Or binding agent or by first coating the 
exposed surfaces with, for example, an additional insula- 30 
cion materia] and subsequently adhering the hcal-b»ula- 
tton material fast to the thus coated surface by use of an 
adhesive, or binding agent. Where the heat-insulation 
materia] has a strncturc iactodhig the priming materia] 
adhefifid as illustrated m FIG. 2 the required securt 35 
adhesion of the heut-insulation material to the surface to 
be protected can be aceomp3i*hdd ,by use of nails or 
bolts* for example, instead of using an adhesive or bind- 
ing agent. The heat-insulation material can also he fas- 
tened or bailed 10 ihc surfaces to be protected by means 40 



III. Rejections of the claims under 35 U.S.C. § 102 and 35 U.S.C. § 103 

A. Claims 1-3 and 6-7 were rejected under 35 U.S.C § 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
US. 4,068,034 to Segawa et al. CSegawa"). 

B. Claims 18-19 and 22-23 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Segawa in view of U.S. Patent Publication No. 2004/0124668 to Ogawa ("Ogawa"). 
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C Claims 9-14 and 18-19 were rejected 35 U.S.C, § 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Segawa in view of Ogawa and in further view of U.S. Patent No. 4,851,283 to Holtrop ("Holtrop"). 
Tn light of the following remarks, the above rejections are respectfully traversed. 
Re garding Independent Claims K 9 and 18 

At page 5 of the present Action, the Office pointed to Segawa's teachings at coL 3, lines 24- 
28 in order to show support for the attachment of Segawa's material to a base structure. Applicant 
respectfully submits that Segawa's material is not and may not function as an interior trim panel as 
required by the current claims. Rather, per col 3 7 lines 24-39, Segawa's material is an exterior 
component. 

Referring to section TT of this paper, the marked-up view of Segawa's Figure 2 clearly shows 
that Segawa's material is not an interior panel such that it is exposed to a vehicle's inferior / 
passenger compartment area, but, rather, is orientated at a vehicle's exterior. Support for 
Applicant's position comes from the following of Segawa's specification at col. 3 3 lines 17-39: 

• the upper surface of the layer 3 in FIG. 2 (faces) the direction of the source of radiant 
heat; and 

• applying adhesive binding agent directly to the exposed surfaces of the articles and 
then bringing the rear surface (priming layer surface) of the heat insulation material 
into contact with the applied layer of adhesive. 

Tn view of the above remarks, Applicant submits that none of Segawa, Ogawa and Holtrop 
when taken individually or in any permissible combination teaches, suggests or discloses the 
claimed invention. As stated above in sections II-III of this paper, the base reference, Segawa, 
discloses an exterior component. Conversely, the recited aim of the present invention is to provide 
an interior (non-base structure) trim component that is located within a passenger compartment area 
such that no air gap is located between the interior component and a vehicle roof (see section I of 
this paper). 

Claims 2-3 and 6-7 depend from independent claim 1, claims 10-14 and 16-17 depend from 
independent claim 9 and claims 19 and 22-23 depend from independent claim 18 and each include 
patentably-distinct limitations. For at least the above remarks, the rejections to claims 1-3, 6-7, 9- 
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14, 16-19 and 22-23 should be withdrawn. Allowance of claims 1-3, 6-7, 9-14, 16-19 and 22-23 is 
requested. 

Conclusion 

Applicant believes no fee is due with this response. However, if a fee is due, please charge 
our Deposit Account No. 50-3 145, under Order No. 209546-1 04849 from which the undersigned is 
authori2ed to draw. 



JS/hll 



Dated: /i/W 2 ^* Respectfully submitted, 




Thomas J. Appledorn 

Registration No.: 59,348 
HONIGMAN MILLER SCHWARTZ AND 

COHN LLP 
38500 Woodward Avenue 
Suite 100 

BloomJIeld Hills, Michigan 48304-5048 
(248) 566-8522 
Attorney for Applicant 
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